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Kicking the can down the road in Calif. 9th Circuit Court decision 

Get tickets for WGC-FedEx St. Jude Invitational to support St. Jude 
Children’s Research Hospital, August 4-8. Visit  WGCFedEx.com. 

By Jim Shepherd 
From the Outdoorwire.com  

 
 In a decision that really 
shouldn’t have come as a sur-
prise, a three-judge panel of the 
Ninth Circuit Court has put an in-
definite hold on Judge Roger Be-
nitez’ ruling that California’s 
“assault rifle ban” was unconsti-
tutional. 
The panel granted the hold on the 
decision which would have es-
sentially eliminated California’s 
longstanding ban on modern 
sporting rifles “pending deci-
sions on other gun cases now be-
fore the court.” 
Net/net for California gun 
owners: the ban remains in place. 
And that’s likely to be the case 
until all the pending cases are 
heard -or the Supreme Court is-
sues rulings that eliminate the 
need to hear the remaining cases. 
Judge Benitez, or more correctly, 
his rulings, are decidedly on trial 
in the Ninth. One of the pending 
cases, his ruling that overturned 
the state’s ban on large-capacity 
magazines, is scheduled for an 
11-judge “en banc” hearing. Ar-

From The Outdoor Wire.com 
 
EAST ALTON, Ill. (June 22, 
2021) — The 2021 Bianchi Cup 
was recently held at Green Val-
ley Rifle & Pistol Club near 
Hallsville, MO. After two days 
of intense competition in sun and 
rain, two members of the Yack-
ley family earned top honors in 
their respective classes. 
 
Becky Yackley is the 2021 Bian-
chi Cup women’s champion, and 
her youngest son, Andrew, is the 
Junior Division champion. While 
Becky is a competitive shooting 
veteran and has competed in the 
Bianchi Cup in the past within 
the Iron Sights division, this is 
her first year competing in the 
Open category. To win at any 
event against talented women 
competitors is an incredible feat, 
but this accomplishment is par-
ticularly impressive given the 
added challenge of doing so in 
her first year with unfamiliar 
equipment. 
 
“In previous years, I’ve won-
dered how I would perform in 
the Open division at Bianchi. 
With some prompting from my 
eldest son, Tim, I decided to 
make the switch and use his gun 
this year,” said Becky Yackley, 

guments in that case are under-
way, and it doesn’t look good for 
Judge Benitez. A majority of the 
judges on the panel are Demo-
cratic appointees-and the ban was 
the result of a ballot measure au-
thored by then Lieutenant Gov-
ernor Gavin Newsome. 
 California’s restrictive gun laws, 
and the legal challenges to them, 
are most likely headed to the 
United States Supreme Court. If 
the Supreme Court finds against 
them, the laws banning “assault 
rifles” in six other states and the 

District of Columbia could be in 
trouble. The conservative major-
ity on the high court have been 
openly critical of restrictions on 
the modern sporting rifle. 
And twenty-two states, including 
Arizona (covered in the Ninth 
Circuit’s territory) have asked the 
appeals court to uphold the order 
striking down the California law. 
“Calling modern rifles ‘assault 
weapons’ is a misnomer- they are 
most often used by law-abiding 
citizens for lawful purposes like 
personal protection or target and 
sport shooting,” they argue, 
“There is nothing sinister about 
citizens keeping or bearing a 
modern rifle.” 
This another of the superheated 
cases where longstanding restric-
tions are being challenged. It was 
30 years ago when California 
passed the ban following a shoot-
ing where an AK-47 was used to 
kill five children in a Stockton 
schoolyard. Since then, the state 
points out in its argument to over-
turn the Benitez ruling, five fed-
eral appeals courts have rejected 
Constitutional challenges to bans 
on modern sporting rifles. 

In issuing the stay, the Ninth has 
once again affirmed its reputation 
for either using convoluted rul-
ings or delaying actions to avoid 
cases that challenge longstanding 
restrictions on lawful firearms 
ownership. If/when this case 
makes its way to the Supreme 
Court, however, things may be 
different. Today’s Supreme 
Court, with its conservative-lean-
ing majority, is far less likely to 
divide when it comes to gun 
rights. 
 Meanwhile, the Biden admin-
istration’s choice to head the ATF, 
David Chipman, is looking in-
creasingly less likely to get the 
necessary votes in the Senate for 
confirmation. The vote has al-
ready been delayed, and on Tues-
day, Senator Susan Collins 
(R-Maine) said she would vote 
against his confirmation. In ex-
plaining her position, Collins said 
he was “unusually divisive” and 
had made public statements “that 
demean law-abiding gun 
owners.” 
She also pointed out that Chip-
man’s appointment would do sig-
nificant damage to the 

collaborative working environ-
ment that must exist between 
ATF, the firearms industry, 
sportsmen, and women, and other 
law-abiding gun owners exercis-
ing their Second Amendment 
rights.” 
That, however, doesn’t mean 
Chipman can’t be confirmed. 
Confirmations are not subject to 
the 60 vote filibuster threshold, 
meaning no Republican votes are 
needed for the confirmation. 
That, however, would mean that 
several Democratic Senators who 
have already expressed reserva-
tions over the controversial nomi-
nee, would have to put party 
loyalty ahead of their pro-gun 
constituencies. 
  
Pistol or short-barreled rifle? If 
the ATF’s proposed regulation 
change regarding stabilizing 
braces is adopted, millions of gun 
owners may find themselves 
owners of guns that fail the ATF’s 
“points system” and turn them 
into instant felons. 
Meanwhile, the ATF, absent 
Chipman, continues to move to-
ward adopting new guidelines re-

garding the use of stabilizing 
braces on pistols.  
 
 The proposed regulation would 
add a sentence to the end of each 
definition that “clarifies” the 
term “rifle”. Under their pro-
posed guidelines, a “rifle” would 
be: “any weapon with a rifled 
barrel and equipped with an at-
tached ‘stabilizing brace’ that has 
objective design features and 
characteristics that indicate the 
firearm is designed to be fired 
from the shoulder.” 
Broad, you betcha, and not by ac-
cident. Attorney General Merrick 
Garland has directed the ATF to 
come up with what is essentially 
a ban on stabilizing braces. 
Now is the time to let the ATF 
know your position on the pro-
posed change. You can comment 
on the proposal at: 
https://www.federalregister.gov/
documents/2021/06/10/2021-
12176/factoring-criteria-for-fire-
arms-with-attached-stabilizing-b
races#open-comment 
  
 As always, we’ll keep you 
posted. 

 California’s restrictive gun 
laws, and the legal chal-
lenges to them, are most 
likely headed to the United 
States Supreme Court. If the 
Supreme Court finds against 
them, the laws banning “as-
sault rifles” in six other states 
and the District of Columbia 
could be in trouble. The con-
servative majority on the high 
court have been openly criti-
cal of restrictions on the mod-
ern sporting rifle. 

Becky and Andrew Yackley of Team Winchester win the Bianchi Cup  

Sister and brother , Becky and Andrew Yackley, win big for Winchester and the Yackley 
family (Photo/Courtesy: Winchester Ammunition)

Team Winchester 3-gun shooter. 
“I’m honored to have won the 
Women’s Championship and 
thankful for my friends and 

family who cheered me on and 
encouraged me to take a 
chance.” 
 Andrew Yackley, 17, clinched 

“We congratulate Becky and 
Andrew Yackley for their in-
credible performance at the 
2021 Bianchi Cup,” said 
Matt Campbell, vice pres-
ident of marketing and sales 
at Winchester. “The Yackley 
family is inspiring and serves 
as a great example of how 
fun and rewarding the shoot-
ing sports can be.” 

the Junior Division title, making 
it the sixth straight Junior Na-
tional Championship in Bianchi 
Cup for a Yackley brother. Tim 

and Sean Yackley competed in 
the previous five championships 
before aging out of the junior 
class. 
 “We congratulate Becky and An-
drew Yackley for their incredible 
performance at the 2021 Bianchi 
Cup,” said Matt Campbell, vice 
president of marketing and sales 
at Winchester. “The Yackley 
family is inspiring and serves as 
a great example of how fun and 
rewarding the shooting sports can 
be.” 
 

About the Yackley Family 
As members of Team Winchester, 
the Yackley family — Becky, 
Mark, Tim, Sean and Andrew — 
has made a name for themselves 
by competing at events around 
the globe and sharing their ex-
pertise through educational 
content. 

About Winchester Ammunition 
Winchester is the largest small 
caliber ammunition enterprise in 
the world and the leader in deliv-
ering innovative ammunition 
products to hunters, sport 
shooters, law enforcement and 
the U.S. Warfighter. The 155-
year-old Winchester brand is 
built on integrity, hard work and 
a deep focus on its loyal cus-
tomers. Learn more about Win-
chester by visiting 
Winchester.com or connecting 
with us on Facebook at Face-
book.com/WinchesterOfficial. 
 

About Gun Owners Care 
 
Gun owners care. You care about 
safety. You care about preventing 
unauthorized access to firearms. 
You care about bettering your 
community, helping those in 
need, and conserving wildlife 
and wild places for generations 
to come. It’s time for gun owners 
to tell their stories, to show how 
they're making a difference. 
NSSF, the trade association for 
the firearms industry, has estab-
lished the Gun Owners CareSM 
campaign to unite gun owners 
and the firearms industry in this 
common cause. Visit gunown-
erscare.org for more information. 

YMCA survey takes deep dive into looking at water safety ... from sports page 3 
Black parents surveyed are more 
likely than other U.S. parents 
surveyed, to associate bodies of 
water and water activities with 
negative feelings, including cau-
tion, anxiety and fear. 
Other key findings from Y-USA's 
survey include: 
•While the majority of parents 
show interest in signing up for 
water safety programs, one in 
two parents believe water safety 
classes are expensive, and nearly 
three in 10 (32%) state that water 
safety isn't a priority due to af-
fordability concerns. 
oThis concern around affordabil-
ity is especially higher among 
LatinX/Hispanic parents (36%) 
in comparison to the other 
groups, including Black parents 
and a segmentation of the U.S. 
parent population surveyed. 
•Black parents are 1.6 times 
more likely, in comparison to the 
U.S. parent population surveyed, 
to report having low confidence 
with water or water activities. 
oThis corresponds with support-
ing data that 44 percent of Black 
parents' self-report to have only 
beginner or no swimming abil-
ities, a nearly 20 percentage point 
difference in comparison to the 
overall U.S. parent population 
and subset of LatinX/Hispanic 
parents surveyed. 
•Nine in 10 U.S. parents see 
swimming as a key life skill for 
children, on par with first aid 
skills or being able to prepare a 
simple meal, Black parents sur-
veyed are less likely to encour-
age their children's participation 

in water activities. 
oParents also rank 
swimming/water safety skills as 
more important than being pro-
ficient in STEM, arts and music, 
team sports or wilderness sur-
vival. 
•Nearly 60 percent of Black par-
ents have negative associations 
towards lakes, rivers, beaches or 
the ocean and 40 percent have 
negative sentiments toward 
pools. 
"We know from the USA Swim-
ming Foundation that if a parent 
does not know how to swim, 
there is only a 13 percent chance 

that their child will learn how to 
swim, however, we must analyze 
this data point in the context of 
American history," said Lindsay 
Mondick, director of innovative 
priorities at YMCA of the USA. 
"There is a history of exclusion 
associated with swimming pools, 
in particular, that has contributed 
to some of the racial inequities 
we see in data associated with 
drownings. With a footprint as 
significant as the Y's, it is our re-
sponsibility to help break down 
those barriers and engage in these 
conversations to ultimately ad-
dress the impact of these in-
equities including, fears, stressors 
and behaviors that Black and Lat-
inX/Hispanic adults in particular 
have with water." 
More than 100 years ago, the Y 
created the concept of group 

swim lessons and, to this day, 
teaches more than one million 
children invaluable water safety 
and swimming skills each year. 
The Y, as a vital community 
asset, recognizes that its size and 
reach uniquely positions the or-
ganization to bridge the gap in 
the delivery of swim lessons and 
water safety education. Given 
that there are 2,600 Ys serving 
10,000 communities across the 
country, with its that reach and 
presence, the Y has a responsibil-
ity in acknowledging, recogniz-
ing, and understanding the 
emotional barriers at play to pro-
vide the right resources, build 
trust and, ultimately, enable fam-
ilies to feel comfortable and con-

fident around all bodies of water. 
The Y offers two programs in-
tended to help children have fun, 
be confident and stay safe includ-
ing Y Swim Lessons across three 
general categories, from 6 
months to adults, and a specific 
drowning prevention class, 
Safety Around Water, a free pro-
gram for children ages 4-14 as 
well as adults in select locations. 
To learn more about water safety 
at the Y, please visit 
https://www.ymca.net/water-
safety. Those interested in enroll-
ment are encouraged to visit their 
local Y-USA for further details, 
including financial assistance 
and/or scholarships available to 
those who qualify. 

*The YMCA study was con-
ducted in partnership with Edel-
man and its research group 
Edelman Data & Intelligence 
(DxI). Insights were collected via 
a 10-minute online survey fielded 
in May 2021 (between 05/05/21-
05/21/21). The survey was con-
ducted among N=500 US parents 
with children under the age of 18 
(matching US census profiles) in 
addition to N=250 audience 
oversamples among Black and 
Hispanic/Latinx parents. Black 
and Hispanic/Latinx respondents 
were analyzed across the general 
pool of parents and oversample 
groups for a total sample of N= 
309 Black and N= 335 
LatinX/Hispanic parents. 

 Parents also rank swim-
ming/water safety skills as 
more important than being 
proficient in STEM, arts and 
music, team sports or wilder-
ness survival. 


